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For Robert Sklar*s teaching of cinema studios at NYU and and more reviews he 

n . c/n 

writes like that q.biut Darryl Zanuck he needs to brush, up a bit about what ended 

that well-intended but misdirected Senate investigation of Hollywood Asjallogdiy 

intending to got us in World V/ar XI* Intact Zanuck had little to do with 

bringing ^/iiat liad turned into a propaganda investigation to an end than you 

did. &nd much le3s than X did* 

Sonatpr Gerald Nye , a Republican, of North Pakota, ran that investigation* 

He had conducted the important and often sensational investigation of the 
munitions industry* ^For which my wife was assistant editor*) Nye was a friendly, 
sincere and conscientious man. *X knew him. A ^e let me use his oflitte safe when 
was editor of the Senate Civil Liberties Committee (l 936-9) *We had no safe. 

When I was in New York City, after returning to writing, a friend mn tbe / 

(is 

Newspaper guild office took me to the press club. He introduced me to the man who 
was doing publicity for the coming Mdward u * Robinson movne, "Confessions of a^ 
Nazi Spy," Wellington Roe. H^e asked for my'gThelp with Washington promotions and 

I arranged a super-3 pectacular one for him. /M 

Nye * s then administrative assistant,' ^pike Mauvious^and I liad bent elbows 

often eiOugh afternoons in the Carroll Arm3 bar. Nye liad introduced a ball 

to prohibit the wearing of uniforms by groups like the one he really aimed at, 

the pro-Hitler German -American ^und. I suggested to p ^pike tliat tl^e movie would 

lqelp get tha^ bill passed if ^ye sponsored a preview of it in Washington. He and 

Xi ye agreed and they arranged for tliat movie to preview, to an invited audience only 
•X 

in the Department of Labor auditorium. 

1 'liis was some jd me before the Senate movie investigation* 

|n those years I also knew people on Warner Brothers Washington staff. 


^2 


particularly Frank La Falce (right), who headed public relations# His office was 

y. -h 

on the top floor of the iforle ^uilding. I brought him und Hauvious together^or 

tliat preview for top govei'nment and other important people. 

(Paul Porter, who had been an FOG commissioner, had liis p law office on 

that floor and near Frank's* I tldnk he handled the Warner law U^rk in Washington 

then. I toew him. Later lie was one of my lawyers. U/'tO K 

%e was the big wheel in the Senate movie investigation, //e and Spike by 

t^en had gorgotten about their part in promoting tliat '-Robinson movie, *n ^ct, with 

Harry Warner on the stand, %e went after him' with vigor over the alleged war 

limitation of that very movie, "Confessions of a Nazi Spy." When Warner had 

sc> little to say in response _ after tliat day* 3 hearing I went to Prank 1 a office and 

reminded hin. /4e, too, had forgotten l He rushed out to get to Warner and his 

staff and lawyers ^particular to tell them tills story. Before the next day's 

hearing Warner had it firmly in mind* 

He then recounted to the Senate and to the country how Hy© had sponsored the 
very movie he no w claimed was aimed at etting us into the war! 

tod that was the end of that investigation, as your morgue will 3how, I am 
sure, if there is access to those years of it. 

It was not Zanuck, who may have testified exactly as Sklar says. It was 
A V©'s record that did Ai ye 1 s investigation in, ended it, as your morgue will 
also show, 1 am confident. 

£|y recollection is not clear on one aspect but I believe tliat the movie 
investigation was developing anti-Semitic overtones. 

% initial interest was anti-Hitler and tliat is why I arranged for tliat 
unusual and very effective promotion. 

Feel free to forward tliis to J^klar. If you wcnld like to \jse any of it, feel 
free to cut and edit* Please tell Sklar tliat if he wants to talk to me more about 

tliat to do it before supper time, by which time, feeble as 1 now am at 84 and in 
impaired health, I'm usually abed. Sincerely, Harold Weisberg 




